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Relief of Altavious Carter

SPECI AL MASTEROGS FI NAL REPORT

CURRENT STATUS:

THIS IS A CONTESTED CLAIM FOR $1,040,864.42 BASED
ON A JURY AWARD FOR ALTAVIOUS CARTER
(CLAIMANT) AGAINST THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO COMPENSATE
CLAIMANT FOR DAMAGES HE SUSTAINED WHEN A
SCHOOL BUS CRASHED INTO THE REAR END OF A VAN
IN WHICH HE WAS A PASSENGER.

On February 3, 2011, an administrative law judge from the
Division of Administrative Hearings, serving as a Senate
special master, held a de novo hearing on a previous version
of this bill, SB 26 (2012). After the hearing, the judge issued a
report containing findings of fact and conclusions of law and
recommended that the bill be reported favorably with an
amendment. That report is attached as an addendum to this
report.

Due to the passage of time since the hearing, the Senate
President reassigned the claim to me, Jason Hand. My
responsibilities were to review the records relating to the claim
bill, be available for questions from the members, and
determine whether any changes have occurred since the
hearing, which if known at the hearing, might have



SPECI AL

February 28, 2017
Page 2

CC:

Secretary of the Senate

MASTEROS HISB2AML REPORT

significantly altered the findings or recommendation in the
previous report.

According to counsel for the parties, there have been no
substantial changes in the facts and circumstances for the
underlying claim. Accordingly, | find no cause to alter the
findings and recommendations of the original report, including
the recommendation in the
original report, which recommended that the claim bill be
amended to add the August 4, 2010, Final Cost Judgment
costs of $50,394.52 (inresponse to Pl ain
Costs).

However, it appears the claim bill inadvertently identifies the
amount of the Final Cost Judgment as $46,830.11; therefore,
| recommend amending the claim bill to include the correct
amount of the Final Cost Judgment ($50,394.52). This change
would raise the total amount of the claim bill from
$1,040,864.41 to $1,044,428.82. Based on the foregoing, |
recommend that SB 24 be recommended favorably, as
amended.

Additionally, and except for the inclusion of the Final Cost
Judgment, the prior claim bills, SB 26 (2012)(died in Special
Master on Claims Bills), SB 30 (2013)(died in Judiciary
Committee), SB 38 (2014)(withdrawn), and SB 72 (2015)(died
in Appropriations Committee) and SB 50 (2016)(died in
Appropriations Committee) are effectively identical to the
claim bill filed for the 2016 Legislative Session.

Respectfully submitted,

Jason Hand
Senate Special Master
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SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT

THIS IS A CONTESTED CLAIM FOR $944,034.30 BASED
ON A JURY AWARD FOR ALTAVIOUS CARTER
(CLAIMANT) AGAINST THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO COMPENSATE
CLAIMANT FOR DAMAGES HE SUSTAINED WHEN A
SCHOOL BUS CRASHED INTO THE REAR END OF A
VAN IN WHICH HE WAS A PASSENGER.

FINDINGS OF FACT: Following a four-day trial in the Palm Beach Gounty Circuit
Court a jury found that Claimant had sustained a permanent
injury in an accident that occurred December 15, 2005, and

~awarded him the following damages with the amount of the
award in parentheses: past medical expenses ($96,475.64);
future medical expenses ($175,892.00); past pain and
suffering ($478,333.33); and future pain and suffering’
($343,333.33). The award of damages totaled
$1,094,034.30. The verdict was dated February 12, 2010.

On February 25, 2010, Judge Thomas H. Barkdull entered
final judgment for Claimant as follows: "Pursuant to the Jury
Verdict rendered in this action, IT IS ADJUDGED: That
[Claimant] recover from [the School Board] the sum of
[$1,094,034.30] that shall bear interest annually at the
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statutory rate and for which let execution issue for the first
One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) of this
judgment and that portion of the judgment that exceeds
[$100,000] may be reported to the legislature, but may not
be paid in part or in whole except by further act of the
legislature further [sic] to 768.28."

The court retained jurisdiction to determine taxable costs as
well as to determine set offs, if any. On August 4, 2010,
Judge Barkdull entered a "Final Cost Judgment" in the
amount of $50,394.52 with interest at the statutory rate with
the following provision: "but for which execution shall not
issue, but this judgment may be reported to the legislature,
but may not be paid in part or in whole except by further act
of the legislature pursuant to 768.28."

On April 14, 2010, the School Board paid to Claimant the
sum of $100,000.00 in partial satisfaction of the Final

Judgment.

At the trial and in this claims proceeding, the School Board
stipulated that it is liable for Claimant's damages.

In this claims proceeding, the School Board does not contest
the award for Claimant's past medical expenses or the
award for Claimant's past pain and suffering. The School
Board asserts that the awards for future medical expenses
and future pain and suffering are excessive.

Claimant, a male, born September 7, 1991, is a basketball
player who currently plays for Santa Fe College. On
December 15, 2005, Claimant was being transported from
basketball practice to his home in a van being driven by
Vincent Merriweather, a volunteer coach for Claimant's
team. Mr. Merriweather served as a mentor to Claimant.

On that date Mr. Merriweather's van was stopped at a red
light in a westbound lane at the intersection of Forest Hills
Boulevard and Olympia Boulevard in Palm Beach County
when a school bus owned and operated by the Palm Beach
County School District rear-ended the van. It was estimated
that the bus was traveling in excess of 45 MPH when it hit
the van, and there was no credible evidence that the driver
applied his brakes at any point before the accident.
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